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Death 'star' Apophis approaches
Asteroid 2011 AG5 – also known as Apophis - registers as 1 on the Torino scale, meaning it
'merits careful monitoring', say scientists.

According to NASA this asteroid is 460 feet across, and is relatively smaller than the one
believed to have exterminated the dinosaurs.

That's the concern some distressed scientists have as recent study of near-Earth objects has
confirmed that asteroid 011 AG5 has a high possibility of striking Earth a deadly blow in 2040.

"In September 2013, we have the opportunity to make additional observations of 2011 AG5
when it comes within 91 million miles of Earth," says Don Yeomans, manager of NASA's
Near-Earth Object Program Office at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory.

Next, it will be near Earth in February of 2023, when it will get as close as 1.2 million miles. It'll
be back again in 2028, but a lot further away, at around 12.8 million miles.

Updates: Potentially Hazardous Asteroid Might Collide With the
Earth in 2182

Read More and Watch Great Videos: Asteroid 2011 AG5 May Pose Threat to Earth in 2040
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NASA Predicts Astroid Impact 2036 Apophis Astroid

The 28-year countdown clock has begun and it may be ticking away the seconds of life
remaining to unsuspecting millions, say fearful observers.

The gap through which an asteroid must pass in orbit previous to an impact is called a
"keyhole." Unfortunately, a number of keyholes exist for three other asteroids besides 2011
AG5. One of those asteroids is a continent killer, the other two—like 2011 AG5—are city killers.

Don Yeomans does not consider it to be a serious concern: "Although this keyhole is
considerably larger than the Apophis keyhole in 2029, it would still be a straightforward task to
alter the asteroid’s trajectory enough to miss the keyhole—and hence the impact in 2040."

According to NASA's Near-Earth Object Program Office, it's possible that when this happens,
the Earth's gravitational influence could put it on an impact course for February 2040. It's highly
unlikely say the scientists, with probability one in 625.

Despite, NASA’s NEO program observations, a new report from Russia seems to indicate that
the Mayans were off by just 24 years. According to Russian scientists, in the year 2036, the
Apophis asteroid and the Earth may have a date to meet.
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The analysis of Apophis previews situations likely to be encountered with Near-Earth asteroids
yet to be discovered: a close approach that is not dangerous (like Apophis in 2029) nonetheless
close enough to obscure the proximity and the danger of a later approach (like Apophis in 2036)
by amplifying trajectory prediction uncertainties caused by difficult-to-observe physical
characteristics interacting with solar radiation as well as other factors.

Nevertheless, the United Nations Action Team on near-Earth objects has begun investigating
what to do about a possible asteroid collision with the planet.

Joomla SEO powered by JoomSEF

3/3

